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Summer Time!!
What a great Spring we had! Jenison 3rd graders
came through on their annual visit and had us
answering lots of questions. Ken, Yvonne, Linda
and Gene enjoyed doing the Puppet Show for
the kids as well. Our Open Houses were also well
visited.
We have been meeting with Rob at the Library
about the new Research Room. We will begin
moving our files over soon and look forward to
having a place for folks to research their local
interests. This is a work-in-progress. Stay tuned
for more details.
Our stories in this issue are about two Presidents
and a couple of House Sitters. Enjoy!
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~ 2019 Museum Open Houses ~
The Life & Times of First Jenison
Christian Reformed Church
Sat. - July 20 - 2 to 4pm
Tues. - August 6 -10 to Noon
Sat. - August 17 - 2 to 4pm
Tues. - September 3 -10 to Noon
Sat. - September 21 - 2 to 4pm
Tues. - October 1 -10 to Noon
Sat. - Oct. 19 - 2 to 4pm

~ 2019 Special Events ~
Bus Tour of Historical Jenison
September 25 - 1 pm - $10/ticket
Grand Lady Boat Ride
October 12 - Noon - 2 pm. - $10/ticket

Holidays at the Jenison Museum
Sat. Dec. 7 - 1 to 4pm
Sat. Jan. 4, 2020 - 2 to 4pm

Membership & Volunteering

Also available for individuals and groups
by appointment. Call the museum at
616-457-4390 or
Ken Williams at 774-6523.

Support the local history and museum by becoming
a member. A year’s dues is just $10 [Jan. to Dec.].
Membership form on last page
We are always excited to have new people volunteer.
Come to a meeting or open house. We will be happy
to show you what we do.

PLEASE JOIN US AT OUR NEXT MEETING!
2019 Meeting Schedule
July 18, 2019

6:45 pm [Thursday]

Georgetown Public Library

August 15, 2019

6:45 pm [Thursday]

Georgetown Public Library

September 19, 2019

6:45 pm [Thursday]

Georgetown Public Library

October 17, 2019

6:45 pm [Thursday]

Georgetown Public Library

November 21, 2019

6:45 pm [Thursday]

Georgetown Public Library

December - NO MEETING

---

---
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James A. Garfield and Gerald R. Ford
Have you seen those signs that say “Washington Slept Here”? We can’t claim George
Washington, of course, but we do have a small connection with both James A. Garfield
and Gerald R. Ford, our 20th and 38th Presidents.

~ Garfield ~
Few people today realize that Thomas Garfield, brother of President James Garfield,
settled in this area. In 1833, Abram Garfield, father of James and Thomas, died. James
was just 2 years old. Thomas, the oldest son at 10 years of age, left school and with his
mother, went to work supporting the family. Thomas was determined that James
should have an education and gave all he could to support James as he grew up and
gained that education.
In the fall of 1843, Thomas Garfield arrived in Grand Rapids making his way to
Georgetown township. He stayed on a farm near Grandville and worked in the logging
camp on the Grand River near Georgetown. Surely, he came to know Hiram, Lucius
and Luman Jenison and the other leading men who lived and worked here. After the
winter, with his $75 earnings, he returned to his family home in Ohio. With his earnings,
he built a frame house for his mother and sisters. Thomas married in 1849 to Mary J.
Harper. His mother sold the family farm about 1853 and went to live with James who
was now well established and able to support her.
Thomas decided, after being encouraged by a cousin in Byron, Michigan, to move
back to Michigan again. Thomas with his young family stayed about 3 years in Byron
before buying 40 acres in Jamestown, Michigan. His farm was in Section 11 of
Jamestown, a short distance from Hudsonville. About 1868, James came to visit and
purchased another 40 acres for Thomas.
Many people outside the local area, did not know that Thomas was the brother of
James A. Garfield until after Garfield’s assassination. When interviewed, Thomas made
it clear that their’s was a close, loving family and that James had visited Thomas on
many occasions. In about 1878, James gave a speech at the Power Opera House in
Grand Rapids, afterwards, spending some time with Thomas. In fact, Thomas stated
that his mother, sisters, Mary and Mehitabel, and James all visited several times over
the years and it made him very happy.
President James A. Garfield was assassinated in 1881. Thomas Garfield died in 1910.
Thomas is buried with his wife in the Hanley Cemetery.
Sources: My Brother’s Keeper by Kevin Scott Collier & The Grand Rapids Press
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Garfield family: L- R: Thomas, Mary, mother Eliza, James, Mehitabel
source: Lake County Historical Society

Home of Thomas Garfield in 1905 with Thomas inset Jamestown township, section 11
source: Grand Rapids Press, Grand Rapids, MI.
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~ Ford ~
Today we all know President Gerald R. Ford. Many of us have visited his museum in
downtown Grand Rapids. What some of us might not know is that Gerald Ford, was
contacted about saving the Tiﬀany House.
In February 1973, members of the Jenison Historical Association and other interested
local residents were invited to Ford’s Grand Rapids oﬃce to review and discuss the
matter of keeping the Tiﬀany House in its location. Gerald Scholma, Virginia Timmer
and Jim Gibson from the oﬃce of Congressman Guy VanderJagt met with Ford.
After reviewing and discussing all the information, Congressman Ford was not very
encouraging about the possibility of the Tiﬀany House remaining in its original location.
The State Highway Department citing safety and engineering issues seemed secure in
forcing the house to be moved or torn down. Mr. Ford felt the State Highway Dept. had
the upper hand and that there was little that could be done. Today, we know that the
Save the Tiﬀany House committee succeeded not only in saving the house but also not
having to move it to a new location.
In September 1973, the “Bend In The River” was published and Gerald R. Ford
authored the foreward for the book.

Gerald Scholma, Gerald R. Ford, Jim Gibson
reviewing materials at the Congressman Ford’s oﬃce.
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This is how two Presidents touched our community before they were President.

Esther Kunnen, Gerald R. Ford, Marilyn Galer
presenting “Bend In The River” book.
[L-R]

Don’t knock the weather. If it didn’t change once in a while,
nine tenths of the people couldn’t start a conversation.
Kin Hubbard
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~ House Sitters ~
In 1902, Margaret Husband had built the house which today is known as the Jenison
Museum. She lived in this house until she died in 1913. Margaret’s sister, Essie Martin,
had lived with Margaret and continued to live there until just shortly before her own
death in 1945. Following Essie’s death and the end of WWII, housing was diﬃcult to
find and the house had several renters. The last renters were Clarence and Zoe Tiﬀany
who eventually bought the house and began repairing it to it’s original glory. In 1968,
Clarence Tiﬀany died and the State Highway Department was buying up properties for
the new highway. Zoe sold the house. The State Highway Department used the house
as a construction site oﬃce with intentions of tearing it down when they were finished.
Of course, we know that the Save The House Committee did succeed in saving the
property from the wrecking ball. They saved the house and were facing a great deal of
restoration work. In the meantime, vandalism was a limited problem.
The Historical Association thought it would be a good idea to have someone living in
the house until some of the work was done and proper security set up to minimize the
vandalism. The Association petitioned the township board for permission to have
house sitters to ward oﬀ vandalism. The Board agreed and advertised for perspective
residents. The Historical Association interviewed and chose two Calvin College
students. The Board agreed to the selection.
Randy Van Dyke, 20 years old, a junior in business administration and Tom Heyboer,
also 20 years old, and the son of Anson Heyboer of Jenison, a junior sociology major
were chosen. They had lived in the dorms and “tiny apartments” around Grand Rapids
and space had always been a problem. The Tiﬀany House gave them space AND it
would be rent and utility free! Of course, they had to earn their keep. They had to keep
the whole house clean, shovel the sidewalks and plow the driveway, mow the grass,
trim shrubs, wash the windows and paint walls. Of the 14 rooms in the house, Randy
and Tom were allowed personal use of the kitchen, the bathroom, one bedroom and a
small den. Other rules were no smoking, drinking or hosting large numbers of guest.
One disadvantage … the 20 minute drive from Jenison to Calvin College every day. The
young men moved in during a very cold week in October 1975. They spent the first
week waiting for the gas to be hooked up for the furnace. A member of the association
gave them a small space heater which they carried from room to room while they
readied for classes every morning. They also had to go to the post oﬃce to get their
mail since the house no longer had a mailbox.
The men had the unusual experience of sharing part of the house. In 1976, the “front
room” was used as the headquarters for the census workers for 10 days because
according to Gerald Scholma, “no other place with 1,000 sq. feet could be located.”
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Still, the young men felt even with the requirements and restrictions, being rent and
utility free was well worth it. In addition to going to school and studying, and taking
care of the house, both held part-time jobs to pay for their phone, gasoline and food.
Randy moved out in July 1976 to marry Shelly Hiemstra of Jenison. Tom hoped that he
could stay with a new roommate. Unfortunately, we do not know how that worked out.
Randy and Tom, if you’re still around here, we’d love for you to stop in and see us at
the Museum!

Randy Van Dyke [in white shirt] and Tom Heyboer
standing on the staircase of the Jenison Museum
source: Grand Valley Shopper, January 1976

Issue 3, July, August, September 2019

If you haven’t become a member yet and would like to, please use this form.

Membership Form for Jenison Historical Association
Amount: $10.00 per year
Today’s Date: ____________________________
Circle one:

New

Renewing

Name:__________________________________________________________

Address :________________________________________________________

City:____________________________

State:__________

Zip:_________

Telephone:_____________________________
Email:_________________________________________________________
Make check payable to the Jenison Historical Association
Mail to: P.O. Box 664 Jenison, Michigan 49428

