February 7, 2021
Dear Georgetown Township Services Committee,

I am writing in regard to the Township’s recent purchase of 1300 Maplewood Dr., Jenison.
Mr. Dan Carlton, Superintendent of Georgetown Township, has informed us of the June 1

deadline to vacate the property. We are grateful for your generosity and the opportunity to
continue operating on the Township’s property until that time. Due to the financial impact on

our growing business, and the deadline to vacate falling in the midst of the growing season, we
would like to request an extension through December 31, 2021. We are also open to a

longer-term partnership if that made sense for your vision for this property. We believe a lease

extension will be mutually beneficial for ourselves, the current synergy of tenants, neighborhood
and our shared vision for the place.

We are currently farming the north 3 acre area of the farm and an area adjacent the WORMIES
greenhouse close to Maplewood Lake. We have access to the barn for storage, washing and

processing products, and to the greenhouse near the barn for plant propagation. Previously
wrapped into our lease was tractor use, irrigation equipment, and cooler - all of which will be

unavailable this season. For 2021, we hope to continue renting as we have for the past 6 years,
and will work with you to come to a mutually agreed upon rental cost.

We started renting from Michael VanderBrug in 2014 through Bethany Christian Services called
Hope Farms GR. We provided land access to resettled refugees with agricultural backgrounds.
Over the years, the program has seen many changes in structure and ownership and has

continued to grow. In 2020 Hope Farms GR utilized 2 acres and supported 11 families, all from

Burundi. These families grow food for their families and to sell into our community. In 2017 my
wife and I started our own business growing herbs and cut flowers under the name Golden Hour
Farm. We utilized 1 acre in 2020. In addition, our business has been growing despite the

shutdowns. We hired our first employee in 2020 and will have 2 additional employees for this
season. A timely extension allows us to carry on with our business in the midst of a difficult
economic time.

Mr. Carlton mentioned the possible hurdle that the township may have tax complications in
receiving rental payments for rent as they are tax exempt. This summer we developed a

partnership with a local non-profit to act as a fiduciary for Hope Farms GR. As a solution to any
tax issues for receiving payment, we have a letter from our 501(c)3 partner, Treetops Collective.
The organization is willing to accept the responsibility for the lease on behalf of Golden Hour
Farm and Hope Farms GR. Under this arrangement, they would be the sole responsible party

and sublease to us. This would provide accountability and liability coverage, and we would be
hired by them to continue to provide co-management, land, and greenhouse access to refugees

for growing food in addition to developing collaborative opportunities. In this proposal the land
will continue to be maintained for beauty and our local economy, community gardeners will

continue to have access to land, and the township does not need to be concerned with financial
arrangements due to their tax-exempt status. We believe this to be the most ideal arrangement
possible. It will benefit all parties and provide the most opportunity to grow future
collaboration.
As an example of the possibilities, Mr. Carlton also mentioned board interest in the township
itself implementing community gardens. We love this idea and are open to conversations about
partnering to develop this idea into a reality. It is something a couple of neighbors have
mentioned in passing.

Last, I would like to address the scrap and junk around the farm. These items are not the

property of Golden Hour Farm. We at Golden Hour are committed to maintaining a neat and

orderly operation and have coordinated with WORMIES to help clean several dumpsters full of
previous tenant’s debris to date.
The extension of this lease benefits our small businesses, as land access is difficult for new
farmers. 1300 Maplewood has been an ideal location for connecting our growing business to our
customers and in helping it to become a sustainable asset for our community. It is our desire to
see this land well cared for, as it has cared well for us. We are grateful for your vision for the

future of 1300 Maplewood and hope to aid in its transition to becoming a strong asset for our

community. We believe our knowledge and experience in community projects, land stewardship,
and investment in this location will benefit you toward this vision.

If you have questions or need more information, please feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,
Scott Townley
Founder & Co-Owner
Golden Hour Farm
(616) 826-7219

goldenhourherbs.com

goldenhourfarm616@gmail.com

Feb 5, 2021
To Whom it May Concern:
On behalf of Treetops Collective, I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to Hope Farms
GR, in addition to Golden Hour Farm and Wormies, LLC as they pursue a continued lease at

1364 Maplewood Drive. As leaders of community based refugee support work in West Michigan,
we love the work that Hope Farms GR is doing to support refugee farmers in accessing land and
resources needed for growing food for their families and small businesses. We are committed to
collaborating with Hope Farms GR to develop their vision for community-based farming in our
community.

As a sign of our partnership and commitment we are willing to assume responsibility for the

lease on behalf of Hope Farms GR supported by the owners of Golden Hour Farm as described

in their lease extension proposal. This would make financials simpler for all parties involved as
Hope Farms GR does not carry tax exempt status. We understand the barriers to land access for
farmers as well as healthy food for those less fortunate in our community. And we believe Scott
and Christian, along with Luis from Wormies, will strive to partner and collaborate in effective
ways with others in their community, growing healthy foods, providing garden spaces and
education for others and creating a beautiful place for others to grow.

We are uniquely qualified because we have been partnering with women who have experienced
refugee resettlement, who have known the deep pain of losing land and ownership, and access
to healthy native foods, and know what a gift Hope Farms has been in the midst of finding a

sense of home again. New Americans want to be good stewards and actively seek opportunities
to improve their lives and outcomes, and Hope Farms has been a welcomed opportunity for
them. We are passionate about their work and are astounded at their commitment. Their
mission aligns with our values of wholeness, cross-cultural connection, creativity, and

redemptive influence - using the pain of our stories to bring about beauty in this world.
This community partnership is essential for the sustainability of these small farmers. And
Treetops Collective is enthusiastic about working with these entities.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at (734) 718-5780 or tarah@treetopscollective.org if you have
any questions or if our organization’s 501(c)3 status could be of assistance in assuring this land
continues to be stewarded toward this mission.
Sincerely,

Tarah Carnahan

Executive Director and Co-Founder

February 8, 2021

To Whom It May Concern,
On behalf of Golden Hour Farm, I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to WORMIES as
it pursues a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As farmers, we are committed to

collaborating with WORMIES to develop their vision for community service and organic
composting in West Michigan.

We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those less

fortunate in our community. We are supportive of and aligned with their mission to improve

organic waste management and farming practices through the vermicompost process, education
and community building. And we recognize that this mission would not be possible without the
support of this local community.

We are uniquely qualified because we have worked well with Luis and his crew in sharing the
land at 1364 Maplewood Dr. I have personally worked with Luis for years before WORMIES
existed. He is a person of integrity and vision for his business and community. We are

passionate about their work. Their mission aligns with our values of providing the highest

quality local agricultural products to our communities. Our partnership i s essential for the

sustainability of the farmland and for the betterment of Jenison and greater Grand Rapids.
Golden Hour Farm is enthusiastic about working with WORMIES moving forward. Please do
not hesitate to contact me at g
 oldenhourfarm616@gmail.com if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
Scott Townley
Owner, Co-Founder

Golden Hour Farm

January 15, 2021
Dear Township Officials,
I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to Golden Hour Farm as it pursues a continued
lease at 1300 Maplewood Drive. As the former owner of this property, I support Scott and

Christian’s vision for community-based farming in Georgetown Township, as well as the
broader Grand Rapids community.
Having farmed myself for many years, I understand the barriers to land access for farmers as
well as the importance of healthy food for those less fortunate in our community. I believe Scott
and Christian will strive to partner and collaborate in effective ways with others in their

community, growing healthy foods, providing community garden spaces and education, while
also creating a healthy place for others to grow.
Since Scott started renting property from me in 2014, he has shown his commitment to the

surrounding community, an ability to manage his business, and he has managed the property
well, taking care of challenges quickly.
I believe that a partnership with Scott and Christian would create an abundance of
opportunities for Georgetown Township including programming for the Jenison Public schools,
composting community waste, and educating the community about agriculture, while they
thoughtfully maintain the property they lease.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
Michael Vanderbrug
216 East Putnam Ave.
Greenwich, CT 06830
616-634-1834

michael.vanderbrug@gmail.com

January 14, 2021
Dear Georgetown Township Officials,
I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms, Wormies,
LLC and Grand River Floral as they pursue a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As

community members of Jenison and Georgetown township, we are committed to collaborating
with these entities to develop their vision for community-based farming, community gardens
and composting in our neighborhood.

We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those less

fortunate in our community. And we believe Scott and Luis’ passion to partner and collaborate
in effective ways with others in our community by growing healthy foods, creating resources for
community and home gardeners, gardening spaces and sustainability education for others is
needed in our community.

Over the past 6 years we have grown to know and trust - Luis, Scott, Christian and Cheryl and
their employees- and value their place in our community.
We are uniquely qualified to give this feedback because this is our home and we are passionate
about keeping these kinds of businesses in our backyards. Their mission aligns with our values.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at 616-457-1175 or camast@aol.com if you have any
questions.
Sincerely,
Charles A. Mast
1445 Ridgewood Drive, Jenison, MI 49428

1/14/21
Dear Georgetown Township Officials,
I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms, Wormies,
LLC and Grand River Floral as they pursue a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As

community members of Jenison and Georgetown township, we are committed to collaborating
with these entities to develop their vision for community-based farming, community gardens
and composting in our neighborhood.

We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those less

fortunate in our community. And we believe Scott and Luis’ passion to partner and collaborate
in effective ways with others in our community by growing healthy foods, creating resources for
community and home gardeners, gardening spaces and sustainability education for others is
needed in our community.

Over the past 6 years we have grown to know and trust - Luis, Scott, Christian and Cheryl and
their employees- and value their place in our community.

We are uniquely qualified to give this feedback because this is our home and we are passionate

about keeping these kinds of businesses in our backyards. Their mission aligns with our values.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at 616-299-0596 or Jackn@broadviewproduct.com if you
have any questions.
Sincerely,
Jack Nyenhuis
1441 Broadview Dr.
Jenison, MI. 49428

January 6, 2021
To Whom it May Concern,
On behalf of Access of West Michigan, I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to Hope
Farms GR, in addition to Golden Hour Farm and Wormies, LLC as they pursue a continued lease
at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As leaders of community based refugee support work in West
Michigan, we love the work that Hope Farms GR is doing to support refugee farmers in
accessing land and resources needed for growing food for their families and small businesses.
We are committed to collaborating with Hope Farms GR to develop their vision for communitybased farming in our community.
We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those less
fortunate in our community. And we believe Scott and Christian, along with Luis from Wormies,
will strive to partner and collaborate in effective ways with others in their community, growing
healthy foods, providing garden spaces and education for others and creating a beautiful place
for others to grow.
We are uniquely qualified because of our role in supporting local sustainable agricultural
practices through our Good Food initiative. Over the last 5 years Access has been an influential
leader in West Michigan through our work to cultivate solutions to poverty through supporting
and promoting justice-oriented food systems engagement. We believe that Hope Farms GR is an
important part of the food system in West Michigan and we are passionate about their work.
Their mission aligns with our values of making healthy food available to all, cultivating fair
labor practices, and supporting environmentally sound farming.
This community partnership is essential for the sustainability of these small farmers. And Access
of West Michigan is enthusiastic about working with these entities.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
Emma García
Co-Executive Director
Access of West Michigan

January 19, 2021
Georgetown Township Officials,
On behalf of Michigan State University Extension, I am pleased to provide this Letter
of Support for the work of Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms, Wormies, LLC and
Grand River Floral as they pursue a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive.
MSU Extension has worked with each of these organizations over the years and have
witnessed first-hand the important work that they are doing to develop a more holistic
and community focused food and agriculture system in West Michigan. The
continued establishment of these business in Georgetown Township would provide
the area with important access to farm products and help maintain the rural and
agrarian character of the township. We are committed to continued collaboration with
this group of farmers to develop their vision for community-based farming in the
Maplewood neighborhood.
We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those
less fortunate in our community. And we believe that these businesses will strive to
partner and collaborate in effective ways with others in their community, growing
healthy foods, providing garden spaces and education for others and creating a
beautiful place for others to grow.

MSU EXTENSION
COMMUNITY
FOOD SYSTEMS
WORKGROUP

www.msue.msu.edu

We are uniquely qualified to offer this support because of our long-term relationship
with the different organizations and we are passionate about their work. Their mission
aligns with our values of community sustainability, health, education and economic
development.
MSU Extension is enthusiastic about working with Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms,
Wormies, LLC, and Grand River Floral.
Please do not hesitate to contact me by phone (814-777-3562) or email
(zieglerg@msu.edu) if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Georgetown Township Officials,

December 31, 2020

On behalf of the Fulton Street Farmers Market, I am pleased to provide this Letter of
Support to Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms, Wormies, LLC and Grand River Floral as
they pursue a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. All four of these businesses
have sold at our 98-year-old market and we are committed to collaborating with this
group of farmers to develop their vision for community-based farming in the
Maplewood neighborhood.
We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those
less fortunate in our community. And we believe that these businesses will strive to
partner and collaborate in effective ways with others in their community, growing
healthy foods, providing garden spaces and education for others and creating a beautiful
place for others to grow.
We are uniquely qualified because we know and understand the value that each of these
businesses provide to our community. These businesses have worked tirelessly for years
to steward the property at 1364 Maplewood Drive and we are passionate about their
work. Their mission aligns with our values of stewardship, good food, transparency, and
sense of place. And so, we feel strongly that this community partnership is essential for
the sustainability of the farmland and for the betterment of Jenison and greater Grand
Rapids.
The Fulton Street Farmers Market is enthusiastic about working with Golden Hour
Farm, Hope Farms, Wormies, LLC, and Grand River Floral.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at 616.454.4118 and/or at
dana@fultonstreetmarket.org if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Dana Eardley
Executive Director & Market Manager

Date: January 13, 2021
Green Wagon Farm
4960 Quiggle Ave SE
Ada, MI 49301

Georgetown Township Officials,
On behalf of Green Wagon Farm, I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to
Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms, Wormies, LLC and Grand River Floral as they pursue
a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As former employers, friends and
colleagues, we are committed to collaborating with this group of farmers to develop their
vision for community-based farming in the Maplewood neighborhood.
We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those
less fortunate in our community. And we believe that these businesses will strive to
partner and collaborate in effective ways with others in their community, growing healthy
foods, providing garden spaces and education for others and creating a beautiful place
for others to grow.
We are uniquely qualified because we also seek to provide food for our community in a
sustainable way and have been established in our community for over ten years and we
are passionate about their work. Their mission aligns with our values of stewarding the
land, providing access to food and or land for our community, so, we feel strongly that
this community partnership is essential for the sustainability of the farmland and for the
betterment of Jenison and greater Grand Rapids.
Green Wagon Farm is enthusiastic about working with Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms,
Wormies, LLC, and Grand River Floral.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at 616-540-5072 or chad@greenwagonfarm.com if
you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Chad Anderson
Owner, Green Wagon Farm

19 January,2O27

Georgetown Township 0ffi cials,
On behalf of Tortoise and Hare Farm, I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to Golden Hour Farm, Hope
Fartns, Wormies, LLC and Grand River Floral as they pursue a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As fellow
members of the West Michigan Growers Group, we are cornmitted to collaborating with this group of farmers to
develop their vision for community-based farming in the Maplewood neighborhood.
We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for rhose less fortunate in our
comrnuniry. We believe that these businesses

will strive to partner and collaborate in effective

ways

with others in

their communiry growing healthy foods, providing garden spaces and education for others and creating a beautiful
place for others to grow.
Their mission aligns with our values of environmental sustainabiliry communiry engagement, and providing
important, healthy, community-focused services and products. We feel strongly that this communiry partnership is
essential for the sustainability of the farmland and for the betterment of ]enison and greater Grand Rapids.
Tortoise and Hare Farm is enthusiastic about working with Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms, Wormies, LLC, and
Grand River Floral.
Piease do not hesitate to contact me at 847-302-9673 ar tortoiseandharefarm@gmail.com
Sincerely,

Brett Ziegler
Tortoise and Hare Farm

if you have any questions.

Stillwind Farm LLC
Muskegon, Michigan
stillwindfarm@gmail.com

Georgetown Township Officials,

01/10/2021

On behalf of Stillwind Farm LLC, I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to
Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms, Wormies, LLC and Grand River Floral as they pursue
a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As a friend and fellow West Michigan
farmer, we are committed to collaborating with this group of farmers to develop their
vision for community-based farming in the Maplewood neighborhood.
We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those
less fortunate in our community. And we believe that these businesses will strive to
partner and collaborate in effective ways with others in their community, growing
healthy foods, providing garden spaces and education for others and creating a beautiful
place for others to grow.
We are uniquely qualified because previously we have worked alongside or for multiple
listed farms. Their consistent passion for growing, community, and tending to the
natural world leads us to be passionate about their work. Their mission aligns with our
values of caring for the soil, long-term sustainability / relationships, farming with the
broader community in mind, and the commitment to continued learning. And so, we
feel strongly that this community partnership is essential for the sustainability of the
farmland and for the betterment of Jenison and greater Grand Rapids.
Stillwind Farm LLC is enthusiastic about working with Golden Hour Farm, Hope
Farms, Wormies, LLC, and Grand River Floral.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at 616-402-7315 or s tillwindfarm@gmail.com if you
have any questions.
Sincerely,
Mikayla Rowden, Farmer/Owner of Stillwind Farm LLC

Woke Wellness LLC

Georgetown Township Officials,

Date 1/10/21

On behalf of Woke Wellness/ The Wokestead Farm, I am pleased to provide this Letter of

Support to Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms, Wormies, LLC and Grand River Floral as they
pursue a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As a fellow farmer, and a supporter of the
above entities, we are committed to collaborating with this group of farmers to develop their
vision for community-based farming in the Maplewood neighborhood.

We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those less

fortunate in our community. And we believe that these businesses will strive to partner and
collaborate in effective ways with others in their community, growing healthy foods, providing
garden spaces and education for others and creating a beautiful place for others to grow.

We are uniquely qualified because our livelihoods are dependent on our, work, our space, and
the support we receive from the surrounding community, the same as the listed entities also
depend on, and we are passionate about their work. Their mission aligns with our values of

Woke Wellness/The Wokestead Farm And so, we feel strongly that this community partnership
is essential for the sustainability of the farmland and for the betterment of Jenison and greater
Grand Rapids.

Woke Wellness/ The Wokestead, is enthusiastic about working with Golden Hour Farm, Hope
Farms, Wormies, LLC, and Grand River Floral.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at231-215-6008 or w
 mwokewellness@gmail.com if you have
any questions.
Sincerely,
Samantha Otto
Owner/Farmer

Woke Wellness/The Wokestead Farm
231-215-6008

wmwokewellness@gmail.com

