
From: Fred Cole <foghorn2u@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2020 2:25 PM 
To: Rod Weersing <rweersing@georgetown-mi.gov> 
Cc: Jason Minier <jasonmichaelminier@hotmail.com>; Jim Wierenga <jim@dwlawpc.com> 
Subject: Pickleball in Georgetown Township 
 

Rod Weersing 

 Assistant Manager, Georgetown Township 

I am contacting you with this email as suggested by Jason Minier, 
Georgetown Township Trustee, to possibly be put on the agenda for the 
next township board meeting. I represent a pickleball club with 160 
members of which approximately 80% are Georgetown residents.  We play 
five times a week in the summer 9:00 am Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Saturdays as well as at 6:00 pm on Monday and Wednesday nights. The 
six pickleball courts are located at the Early Childhood Development Center 
in Hudsonville. The ages of our members  range from 12 years old to over 
80. Pickleball is considered the fastest growing sport in America and is 
played from coast to coast. It is also being introduced in our local schools 
as part of the physical education program.  

The club is searching for new courts to use for two reasons. The first 
reason is because the sport is growing so fast, we need new courts to keep 
up with the demand for playing time. Last summer there were times when 
all our current courts were being used and 25 players were waiting on the 
sidelines to play. The second reason is because the Hudsonville Board of 
Education has informed us that possibly within 5 years, they may have to 
expand their facility and eliminate the current courts.  

We understand there has been talk about the possibility of Georgetown 
Township putting in new pickleball courts at one of the parks and we 
believe our club could have some valuable input. Our club is responsible 
for promoting pickleball, to allow its members to interact in a safe and fun 
way, provide equipment (balls, paddles, nets, etc.), for giving lessons to 
beginners, and to help maintain the pickleball courts. During our open play 
time, everyone is invited to play and that also includes non-club members. 
Nobody is turned away.  

Through our club dues and contributions, the club has provided 
windscreens, inside fences to separate the courts, safety covers for the top 
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of the chain fences, paid for the rental of a portable restroom, maintained 
weed control around the courts, and provided trash removal. Last year 
alone we spent almost $1000 to provide balls for players to use.  

With this in mind, we would like to meet with the board to discuss the 
possibility of the township providing pickleball courts which all community 
members would be able to use and enjoy.  

Thank you, 

Fred Cole 
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